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PLANTING THE SEEDS OF A GREAT PARTNERSHIP 
 
CHILDREN at a County Durham primary school are preparing for spring thanks to the latest donation 
from a housing association. 
 
To show its appreciation for singing at their end of year residents’ forum, Durham Aged 
Mineworkers’ Homes Association (DAMHA), recently gave £50 to Cestria Primary School in Chester-
le-Street. 
 
The school has now used this money to buy new planters, bulbs and a bird feeder, ready for spring. 
 
It forms part of an ongoing partnership between the school and DAMHA. 
 
DAMHA Chief Executive Paul Mullis said: “Cestria Primary School is very close to our head office and 
over the years we have built up an excellent relationship with the children singing at several of our 
residents’ events and also helping to design a logo to mark our 120th anniversary. 
 
“Their latest performance in December was fantastic and as well as singing, the children had also 
gone to the trouble of making Christmas cards for our residents, which were gratefully received. 
 
“We were only too happy to make another small donation to the school and we look forward to 
visiting in the spring to see the wonderful things they have planted.” 
 
Cestria Year 2 Teacher Jayne Behenna said: “We have always been happy to support DAMHA and 
they have been very kind to us through their donations. 
 
“The children always enjoy singing to the residents and they are already looking forward to returning 
this Christmas. 
 
“In the meantime, we have put DAMHA’s donation to good use, with the planters, bulbs and bird 
feeder all now in place ready for the spring and summer.” 
 

Ends. 

Picture caption: Children at Cestria Primary School with the planters and bulbs bought with the 
DAMHA donation. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Neil Shaefer 
Shaefer PR & Marketing 
Email: neil@shaeferpr.com 
www.shaeferpr.com 
Tel: 07732 210262 
 
About Durham Aged Mineworkers’ Homes Association 
 
Durham Aged Mineworkers’ Homes Association is the longest established provider of retirement 
homes in the region. It was founded in 1898 and is the largest Almshouse charity in the country. 
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It has around 1,700 homes, predominantly bungalows, on 130 sites in 80 villages, which provide 
retirement housing for more than 2,000 North East residents. It has a residential home, sheltered 
accommodation and leasehold schemes for the elderly. 
 
Traditionally, the Association has provided homes for mineworkers, but now anyone over the age of 
50 can apply. 

The Association’s key area of operation is the former Durham coalfield, comprising the Districts of 
Durham County, Gateshead, South Tyneside and Sunderland. 

www.damha.co.uk 
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